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The following descriptions offer general guidance as to some of the major deficiencies to look for. 

Sections of the manual that follow will discuss recommendations for repairs, and specific materials to 

use for repairs.  

 

General Building Exterior  

Carefully check the siding, eaves, soffits, cornices, gables, porches, chimney or furnace clean-out 

ports, loading platforms, utility line entry points, and all other external areas for cracks or holes that 

are ¼ inch or larger in size (Figures 3, 4). Check around porches and decks adjoining the building, 

dormer corners, and chimneys, for any holes, cracks, or gaps that could allow rodent entry. Corner 

joints and cracks in log buildings require detailed inspection. Check to see that exhaust flaps on 

clothes-dryer vents close easily and are not blocked open by lint (Figure 5). Use a rodent proof 

material, such as hardware cloth (Figure 2) to exclude rodents. Hardware cloth is a flexible, light 

weight wire mesh made of galvanized stainless steel. It is both rust and corrosion resistant and 

available in different gauges (diameter of the wire mesh) and different mesh or grid sizes (number of 

openings per square inch) for various needs. For mice exclusion use the ¼ “, 16-19 gauge hardware 

cloth; rats can be excluded using the ½” hardware cloth, however, it is recommended to install the ¼” 

for both animals to prevent potential mice entry. 

 

Figure 2: Hardware cloth is a standard tool for rodent exclusion. It is available in many different gauges 
(thickness of the wire).Use 16-19 gauge for rodent exclusion. The higher the number the thinner the 
diameter of the wire. Figure credit: NPS Figure.  
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Figure 5: The lower exhaust flap on this dryer vent is missing and provides rodents access to the building 
interior. A new rodent proof flap needs to be installed with ¼ inch hardware cloth to exclude rodents. The 
vent must also be periodically cleaned to prevent lint build up. Figure credit: NPS Figure. 

When in doubt as to whether or not holes are large enough to warrant follow-up, mark them anyway. 

Small holes can become larger with time, or allow an area for rodents to gnaw and increase the hole 

size. Record the locations and severity of all defects found on the structural drawing.  

Report any obvious harborage around the exterior of the building such as piles or stacks of lumber, 

firewood, rocks, trash, debris, vegetation, or tree stumps found within 50 feet of the building (Figure 

4). Make note of any shrubs with thick bottom leaves and stems that could provide shelter for 

rodents. Take note of tall vegetation growing next to the building; the wider the vegetation-free area 

around buildings, the better. Ideally an 18-inch vegetation-free zone around the outside of the 

building will discourage rodent activity. Watch for ‘vegetation ladders’ (i.e., shrubs or trees touching 

or overhanging a building) that allow rodents access to the tops of buildings.  

Identify standing water near buildings, leaking pipes or hydrants, and inadequate water run-off 

(grade) from buildings.  

Foundations 

Foundations are particularly vulnerable to rodent entry (Figure 6). Identify cracks and holes in or 

under foundations, at the base of crawl-space or basement doors, openings around window wells, and 

so forth. Stone foundations or landscaping can provide crevices between large rocks that are ideal for 

rodent harborage. Observe signs of rodent activity next to buildings, as demonstrated by fresh 

burrowing, burrows that lead under foundations, rodent runways along walls, plants damaged by 

rodents, rodent tracks and droppings, rodent feeding stations, gnawing damage on structures, rodent 

rub marks, and rodent harborage (e.g., debris or tall vegetation). 
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Basement or crawlspace vents are critical for proper ventilation; however, they can provide easy 

access for rodents. Rodent proof these potential entry points as shown (Figure 7). 

Figure 6: This foundation has a gap between the foundation and building providing potential rodent 
access into the building. Figure credit: NPS Figure. 

 

 

Figure 7: This crawl space vent is properly screened with ¼” hardware cloth (visible behind the metal 
bars). Figure credit: NPS Figure. 

Gaps that are 
larger than ¼ 
inch in diameter 
(6mm) 
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Doors and Windows  

Doorways are one of the most common places rodents enter buildings. Rodents are drawn to outside 

doors, especially those with lights that attract night-flying insects and bats. Use yellow light bulbs 

which are less attractive to insects. Check doors and screen doors for functioning self-closing 

springs, tight fitting door sweeps, and metal screening that prevents gaps ¼ of an inch or larger.  

Carefully examine exterior door frames, thresholds, and windows for cracks and gaps ¼ of an inch or 

larger (Figure 8). 

 

Observe closed doors from the inside of the building during daylight hours to easily detect and 

evaluate the size of any gaps admitting light. Record these findings and submit a work order to install 

door sweeps or new threshold saddles to exclude rodents. 

Figure 8: Check doors, windows, and door thresholds as these are common points of rodent ingress. 
Figure credit: NPS Figure.  
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depressed areas that might hold water. Note any cables or electrical lines leading to the roof and any 

overhanging vegetation, as the point where the electrical line enters the wall junction can provide 

rodent access (Figure 12). 

 

 

Figure 11: This properly installed chimney and vent pipe has a rodent proof cover. Evaluate the chimney 
and vent pipes on the roof to ensure that they are covered and flashing is tightly sealed to the roof. Also 
evaluate the roof for holes, gaps, or low points where water might pool and provide a water source to 
rodents. Figure credit: NPS Figure. 

 

Figure 12: Electrical cables covered with ¼” hardware cloth at the cable/roof junction to exclude rodents 
at the cable entry point. Figure credit: NPS Figure. 
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